more food, but I hope I have  said enough   to  stimu-
late interest and turn the wise towards the thought of
how every individual can help in the laudable enterprise.
HOW TO DEAL WITH SHORTAGE
Let me now show how to deal with the three per
cent of grains we might possibly get from outside.
Hindus observe a fast or a semi-fast every eleventh day
per fortnight. Muslims and others are not prohibited
from denying themselves especially when it is for the
sake of the starving millions. If the whole nation
realized the beauty of this partial self-denial, India
would more than cover the deficit caused by the volun-
tary deprivation of foreign aid.
Personally I hold that rationing has very limited
use, if any. If the producers were left to themselves,
they would bring their produce to the market and
everyone would get good and eatable grain, which today
is not easily obtainable.
PRESIDENT TRUMAN'S ADVICE
I shall close this hurried review of the food crisis
by drawing attention to President Truman's reported
advice to the American people that they should eat less
bread and thus save the much-needed grain for starv-
ing Europe. He added that Americans would not lose in
health by the recommended act of self-denial. I tender
my congratulations to President Truman on this philan-
thropic gesture. I must decline to endorse the suggestion
that at the back of this philanthropy there is a sordid
motive of deriving a pecuniary advantage for America.
A man must be judged by his action, not the motive
prompting it. God alone knows men's hearts. If America
would deny herself for the sake of hungry Europe, should
we fail to do this little act of self-denial for ourselves ?
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